CHAPTEK XXVI

THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE
THE CONQUEST OF BIJAPUK

A, D   1684 TO 168U

DIRECTLY the rains of 1684 had abated, the Moghul armies
began to move. Shahabuddin Khan, the father of Nizam ul
Mulk, of whom much will be read hereafter, advanced with
a great force to take Raygad. He was burning to achieve
distinction, for he had been involved in Azam Shah's failure
to take Ramsej. That stronghold had been most gallantly
defended. The Moghuls in vain built lofty towers from which
to command the interior of the fortress. The commandant,
whose name unhappily has not survived, built his walls
still higher and repelled every assault. When his cannon
wore out he fired leather missiles from the trunks of
hollowed-out trees; and when these failed him he drove
back the storming parties with showers of stones, burning
grass, and old quilts steeped in naphtha and set on fire.
Shahabuddin Khan was relieved hy Khan Jehan, but neither
science nor patience could overcome the dauntless courage
of the besieged. At last, baffled by the garrison within
and harassed without by Hambirrao Mohite's cavalry,
Khan Jehan withdrew his force. Before retiring he burnt
Shahabuddin Khan's wooden towers amid the mockery of
the Marathas, who begged of him not to run away, but to
hide under the ashes of his own edifices.* The siege of
Ramsej raised, Hambirrao Mohite made a countormove.
At Pathdi, some forty miles south-east of Poona, were the
emperor's elephant stables. Mohite detached a body of
Maratha cavalry who swooped down on Pathdi, killed the
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